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Across different socio-spatial contexts worldwide, the
rediscovery and enhancement of natural and cultural
heritage is promoted as a one-way alternative to the
marginalization of other-than-urban areas, given the crisis
of established agricultural systems. However, the ways in
which local resources become invested with (novel)
values tend to strongly share the same major
characteristics almost everywhere, through the
implementation of aesthetical and developmental schemes
that might reflect and perform the urban gaze imposed
upon the rural world.

Villages, borghi and pueblos become thus beautified, so as
to attract both domestic and international capital,
visitors/consumers and new residents, while processes of
socio-spatial exclusion and cultural commodification are
enabled.

Are there possible alternatives for rural areas to
marginalization on the one hand, and beautification on the
other? Departing from this general question, this seminar
aspires to create the ground on which to exchange
experiences and reflect upon the implications of
transformations in rural areas between Mexico, Colombia
and Italy.
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